Recent Legislation Introduced in Congress 
Update provided by the American Farm Bureau, April 14, 2009
The recent peanut butter recall prompted a series of legislative hearings in February and March.  The House Energy & Commerce Committee held three subcommittee hearings focused on the recall.  The Senate Agriculture Committee and the House Agriculture Appropriations Subcommittee held similar hearings. 
 
Most recently, the House Agriculture Committee held a general educational hearing on food safety issues in April.  At the hearing, Chairman Peterson (D-MN) announced that the Committee plans to develop its own food safety modernization bill and will hold additional hearings in preparation for drafting the legislation.
 In the House, John Dingell (D-MI), former chairman of the House Energy & Commerce Committee, introduced the Food and Drug Administration Globalization Act (HR 759) and has requested a hearing and mark-up. Reps. Jim Costa (D-CA) and Adam Putnam (R-FL) have introduced the Safe Food Enforcement, Assessment, Standards and Targeting Act (SAFE FEAST Act) as a more industry-friendly alternative to the Dingell bill.  Several Energy & Commerce Committee members have cosponsored the SAFE FEAST Act (HR 1332), raising the possibility that it could be considered as a substitute to HR 759 in the event of a markup. 
 
 In the Senate, the lead bill is the FDA Food Safety Modernization Act of 2009 (S. 510), sponsored by Sen. Durbin (D-IL).  Similar to the Costa-Putnam bill, S. 510 contains concepts more reasonable for the agriculture and food industry to implement.    

A Congressional Research Service summary outlines the underpinning legislation introduced to the 111th Congress for a proposed comprehensive food safety system.  Read more (LINK TO Food Safety on the Farm: Federal Programs and Selected Proposals By Geoffrey S. Becker (RL34612)  (Hotlink to the pdf here) 
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